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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2016
Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, Frankenmuth, Michigan
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman, ADM 


MBS

2. John Densmore




MBC
3. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC

4. John Krick 




MBC
5. Greg Ackerman




MBC


6. Keith Martus, Star of the West Milling

MBS

7. Dan Armbruster, Coop Elevator


MBS

8.                                                                                        MBS

9.  





MBC - Alternate


10. 





MBC – Alternate
11.                                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12.  





MBS - Alternate

Staff in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Greg Varner




PRAB Director of Research 

Others present:      

Terry Schindler, Brian Stratton, Jim Roggenbuck, Neil French, Jeff Bernia, Mark Zimmer, Dave Clarke, Jacob Gephardt, Andrew Porter, Mike Van Hoost, Justin Stoneman, Ryan Dellar, Duane Dellar, Tom VanSickle, Ted Bauer, Mark Reif, Dr. Jim Kelly, Dr. Christy Sprague, Evan Wright, Dr. Mark Uebersax    
Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 8:00 am
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Martus with support from Ackerman.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from August 26, 2015 were presented for review.  Varner noted that in his Research Director’s report, Ryan Roggenbuck was listed incorrectly as Brian Roggenbuck, and the anthracnose trial in Midland County was listed incorrectly as being in Gratiot County.  With those two changes noted, Ackerman moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Krick supported.  Motion passed.          
Project Greeen – Cramer outlined a potential partnership with MSU that may utilize Project Greeen funding to share the cost of future research efforts.  This partnership could be set up on an escalating scale until we are equal partners.  PRAB members would like to learn more about the possibilities of this relationship and encouraged Cramer to continue the discussions.   

Public Comment:  Chairman Hensler welcomed the guests in attendance and asked them to introduce themselves.  Hensler asked the group to share information about specific dry bean production practices.  Cramer recorded the shared information on the attached spreadsheet.  Once cleaned up, the data will be shared with the group.        

FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented and reviewed YTD financial reports.  Ackerman asked for an explanation as to what is included in Retained Earnings on our balance sheet.  Cramer will find out and report back as soon as possible.  Densmore moved to accept the financials as presented.  Armbruster supported.  Motion passed.
Research Director’s Report
· SCBG Harvest Aid Project - $100,000 – this project is winding down. Spending is complete.  Reports need to be proof read, finalized and submitted.       
· SGI Dry Bean Ingredient Project - $200,000 – Phase II of this project is well underway.  A recent meeting of the cooperators brought to light issues/challenges in the process.  A follow-up meeting has taken place that has everyone back on the same page and optimistic about positives outcomes.         
· SCBG Dry Bean Health Project – monies have been approved and agreements are signed.  This grant will focus on factors that limit yield; root health, plant nutrition, disease management, etc.  Activity will begin with seed purchases in the next two months.     
Project Greeen Priorities will be discussed and agreed upon at our August 2017 PRAB meeting
Cramer explained the new MBC Leadership Program and asked participants to distribute, nominate, etc. 
With no further business, Chairman Hensler adjourned the meeting at 11:45.    

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
