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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March 6, 2019
MSU SVREC, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman
 


MBS

2. John Cnudde




MBS

3. Keith Martus




MBS
4. Dan Armbruster




MBS





5. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC - District 1




6. Mark Reif




MBC – District 2 
7. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3
8. Steve Ewald




MBC – At Large


9. Ross Voelker




MBC – District 5-Alternate - Absent

10. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – District 6-Alternate  
11. Scott DeVuyst                                                              MBS - Alternate

12. Amy Sweeney




MBS - Alternate

Staff in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Greg Varner




PRAB Director of Research 

Guests in Attendance:  listed below
Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.    
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by DeVuyst with support by Martus.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from August 2, 2018 were presented for review.  Noffsinger moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by DeVuyst.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented and reviewed a recap of FY 2017-28 and FY 18-19 YTD financial reports including budget comparison.  The report also included an amended budget.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses including expectations for changes in the next fiscal year.  Ackerman moved to accept the financial reports and amended budget.  Cnudde supported.  Motion passed.
Agreements
· Cramer reviewed the now signed agreement between Michigan State University and MBC-PRAB for the newly created Dry Bean Systems Research and Extension Specialist position.  Scott Bales will begin in this role upon completion of his Masters Degree this spring.  

· Cramer reviewed the now signed agreement between Michigan State University, the Michigan Wheat Program and the Michigan Bean Commission-PRAB for the purchase and shared use of a Research Plot Combine.  The new combine has been selected and purchased.  Cramer thanked MSU for helping the two commodity groups finance the purchase over three years interest free.  The agreement is dated January 2019.  

FUNDING FUTURE RESEARCH - Cramer introduced a need to enhance funding for dry bean breeding going forward.  After a brief explanation Cramer asked PRAB members to consider funding an annual line item in future budgets specifically for the dry bean breeding program at Michigan State University.  Cramer will prepare a recommendation and present at the next meeting.

RESEARCH OVERVIEW – Research Director Varner 
· (2018) SCBG Bean Health Phase III – the 2018 growing season brings this research grant to a conclusion.  Data entry, accounting summary and final reports are being completed.  This was a $100,000 grant.  

· (2019) Project Greeen Priorities – Dr. Jim Kelly has submitted a proposal addressing fertility and includes drone work as part of the evaluation.  MBC supported the application with our priorities and with a letter of support. 

· (2019) MDARD Fertility Grant – MBC has been awarded a $44,600 grant to begin to study fertility in dry beans currently.  This project aligns with our Project Greeen priorities and Dr. Kelly’s PG application described above.      
· (2019) SCBG Integration of Sustainable Management Practices will get underway with the 2019 planting season.  This is a $100,000 grant.  

· (2020) Our pending SCBG application is a continuation of the fertility and soil health work described in the previous bullet points.  We’ll learn of the approval or rejection of this $100,000 application this summer.  

Chairman Hensler recessed the meeting at 8:45 a.m. so PRAB members and guests could attend the MSU/MBC/Michigan Soybeans White Mold Seminar taking place on site.  The seminar featured Dr. Michael Wunsch, Pathologist, NDSU – Carrington Research Station.  App. 225 people attended.   

Chairman Hensler reconvened the PRAB meeting at 1:00 p.m. beginning by welcoming the “Priorities Roundtable” guests including:  
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Dan  Armbruster Ryan Dellar Larry Schumacher

Scott Bales Duane Dellar Scott Shaw

Mark Bauer Scott DeVuyst Dr. ChristySprague

Ted Bauer Neil French Dr. Mark Uebersax

Chad Bauer Robert Haag Mike VanHoost

Randy Bauer Tom Haag Evan Wright

Allen Bischer Brian Karg Mike Zimmer

Bruce Burma Steve Lintzner Mark Zimmer

Dr. KarenCichy Mike Milligan

Kevin Clarke Mark Reif


Introductions were made.  Hensler thanked the group for their time and for participating in this year’s online survey.  Research Director Greg Varner and Scott Bales then presented the survey results.  Varner expects a few more growers to complete the survey.  Once complete the results will be posted on our website.     

Following the presentation, Hensler opened the floor for questions and comments which led to some suggestions for next year’s survey.  Planners will include:

· deeper questioning and separation of data for organic dry bean production

· deeper questioning in the area of insect challenges and treatments 

· deeper questioning in the area of weed challenges and treatments

· inclusion of rotation data  

Evan Wright was on hand representing the MSU Dry Bean Breeding program.  Evan noted optimism with small red bean advancements, black bean advancements, navy bean advancements and a dark red bean that appears exciting at this time.  

Dr. Christy Sprague noted changes forthcoming with Gramaxone.  The packaging and warning label changes are expected in 2020.
Dr. Karen Cichy talked briefly about research with bean powder/flour.  Cramer and Ackerman added comments both encouraging continued/enhanced efforts in this growth area.             

Chairman Hensler and MBC Chairman Ackerman both recognized Dr. Mark Uebersax for his continues help and support in securing research grant dollars over the past 10 years.  The combination of SCBG, MDARD, SGI-Value Added, etc. the industry has received in excess of 1.2 million dollars since 2010.  Dr. Uebersax has been instrumental in all of this success.  

With no further business, Chairman Hensler adjourned the meeting at 2:30       

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
