Michigan Bean Commission
Meeting Minutes – April 26, 2013
Fritz’s Family Restaurant, Richville, Michigan
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Others Present:

Isaiah Wunsch, Agribusiness Specialist, Michigan Economic Development Corporation

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Chairman Voelker
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  a motion was made by Ackerman with support from French to accept the agenda.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none.    

MEETING MINUTES:  The Minutes of the March 27, 2013 MBC meeting and the March 27, 2013 PRAB meeting were presented for review and approval.  A motion was made by Bischer with support from Densmore to accept minutes as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
REPORTS:  Isaiah Wunsch representing MDARD, updated the Commission on the Strategic Growth Initiative (SGI) that is well underway and well supported.  This may be an opportunity for the Commission.  Cramer and Varner plan to attend the May 8 meeting in Saginaw to learn more.  

Wunsch also commented on the Food Safety Modernization Act that continues to develop and how it may or may not apply to Michigan’s dry bean growers.                
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The financial reports for the month of March 2013 and year to date totals for the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Stoutenburg with support by Densmore to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
The Monthly Assessment Report was reviewed.  Cramer will try to add additional historical information to this report in the future.  

The Assessment collection process was discussed.  Cramer noted that recent communications with First Receivers has provided clarification on the process.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
· MBC/ MBS Joint Activities - Cramer and Byrum are working together to create an 18 to 24 month timeline for joint activities.  He plans to present this timeline at the July Commission meeting and include cost estimates.

· Insurance Authority – A motion was made by Bischer with support from Frank to submit Greg Ackerman and Ross Voelker for appointment by the Governor to the Insurance Authority Board.  Motion passed.  

· The Commission extends its gratitude to Gene VanDreische for his years of service as the Commission representative to this Board.
· Dry Bean Revenue Insurance - Shippers have been supportive during the data gathering portion of this process.  Everything appears to be on schedule.

· Cramer will represent the Commission at the 2013 U.S. Dry Bean Convention in Chicago

· The National Restaurant Show this May in Chicago was discussed.  Cramer had consulted with Commissioner Carlson and retired Director Green.  It was concluded that Cramer will work with MDARD to decide on level and degree of participation this year but make it a point to be proactive in the future.

· Cramer highlighted the purpose of the “series” that Dr. Mark Uebersax has agreed to write for the Commission’s monthly newsletter.  
· Cramer is optimistic that the Senate version of a new Farm Bill would be available in the new 3 weeks.

· The Commission received the annual request from the USDBC to support the APA.  A motion was made by Stoutenburg with support from Ackerman to support the APA at the same level as last year.  Motion passed.  Cramer will confirm the amount and submit payment at the appropriate time.  

· Cramer mentioned an opportunity that had come to his attention very recently.  Annually, the Meat Industry hosts an event in the Rayburn Building where hot dog manufacturers serve hot dogs all day.  Jim Byrum was able to get Michigan beans included in the offering!  A motion was made by Stoutenburg with support from Densmore to fully participate in this event.  Motion passed.  

PRAB REPORT:  
· Cramer noted that Research Director Varner had found a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Commission and the Shippers that governs the PRAB.

· Committee Assignments were updated:

· PRAB - A motion was made by Stoutenburg with support by French to assign John Densmore, Clint Stoutenburg, John Krick, Greg Ackerman, Allen Bischer, alternate and Ross Voelker, alternate as the MBC representatives on the PRAB.  Motion passed.  

· SVREC Advisory Board – A motion was made by Ackerman with support by Stoutenburg to assign Jack Frank and Ross Voelker as the MBC representatives to the SVREC Advisory Board.  Motion passed.

· SVREC Fund Raising Committee – A motion was made by Bischer with support by French to assign Joe Cramer and Jack Frank to the SVREC Fund Raising Committee.  Motion passed.

· Research Director Varner reported:

· Variety Trials - the 2013 Dry Bean Variety Trial locations are set.  A plot in Alcona County has been added bringing the total to 7 variety trials.  

· White Mold – Varner will conduct a white mold studies in southwestern Huron County and in Montcalm County this year.  He plans to include an organic product called Cruzin.  

· Black Bean Color Retention Study – Dr. Kelley will continue to study varieties and Dr. Sprague will continue to study the effect of desiccants.  Dr. Sprague will include Zorro, Eclipse and MSU B10244 varieties. 

· Roller Application / Impact Study will be conducted by Director Varner at the SVREC

· Director Varner commented on the potential impact of the grant MSU (Dr. Kelly) recently received.  While focused on Africa the work and outcomes will have application here.

· Director Varner will work with Cramer to assemble a plan to inform and educate the Commission and eventually the broader Michigan Industry about the process of biotech.
USDBC UPDATE:  
· Executive Committee 

· The search is on for a new Ag Liaison.  RFP is out for reply in very early May.
· The Exec. Committee meeting scheduled for today was postponed.

· IPC Update

· The USDBC International Promotions Committee met on Monday via conference call.  Cramer had sent a summary via e-mail prior to the meeting including comments on the budget, the Mexican border issue, Japan activities, supplier directory, the 2014 UES, China activities and Food Aid.
· Bylaws – nothing to report.
A motion was made by Stoutenburg, supported by French to adjourn.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
Respectfully, 
Joe Cramer, E.D.
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