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MBC Meeting Minutes – August 15, 2019
MSU SVREC, 3775 South Reese Road, Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
Commissioners Present:
District #1




Kevin Noffsinger, Treasurer



District #2




Mark Reif
District #3




Greg Ackerman, Chairman
District #5




Allen Bischer
District #6




Ross Voelker
At Large





Steve Ewald



Shipper Representative                                             
Neil French
Commissioners Absent:

District #4                                                                     
Clint Stoutenburg
District #7




Brian Stratton
Staff Present

Executive Secretary 



Joe Cramer
Research Director



Greg Varner
MSU Dry Bean Specialist



Scott Bales
Others Present:

Theresa Sisung




Michigan Farm Bureau  
Chairman Ackerman called the meeting to order at 2:45 pm.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Cramer asked to add two items to the agenda.  New Policy-Grant Procedure and New Policy-Non-Payment Procedure.  Chairman Ackerman added them as items 11-f and 11-g respectively.  A motion was made by Bischer to approve the agenda as amended.  Voelker supported the motion.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT    
Chairman Ackerman introduced Ms. Theresa Sisung, Michigan Farm Bureau and invited her to give an update.  Sisung briefly introduced herself and focused her comments on the MFB Dry Bean Policy that Commissioners reviewed last winter.  The Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Commodity Committee (chaired by Commissioner Noffsinger) received and reviewed the Commission’s recommendations.  Some changes and alterations came out of the committee.  Sisung will forward the recommendations to Cramer for review.  There are a few opportunities for further discussion prior to adoption.  Cramer will share with Commissioners upon receipt.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the July 9, 2019 Commission meeting were presented.  After review, a motion was made by Voelker with support from French to approve the minutes as presented.   Motion passed.  
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Cramer presented a financial report including a current balance sheet, year to date profit and loss and year to date actual versus budget comparison.  Cramer highlighted revenue and expense line items, totals and commented on several budget comparisons.  Following some discussion, a motion was made by Bischer to accept the report. Noffsinger supported the motion.  Motion passed.
FY 2019-20 BUDGETS:  Cramer presented a budget for MBC FY 2019-20 that included assessment revenue based on 4.0 million bags of production.  Operating expenses increase by $11,697 and include a $30,000 contribution to the MSU Dry Bean Breeding Program.  The proposed budget includes a -$12,344 bottom line.  Cramer also presented a PRAB budget for FY 2019-20.  Revenues again are based on 4.0 million bags of production.  Expenses are changing due to Research Director Varner’s pending retirement and funding of the MSU Dry Bean Specialist.  Transition costs and the second of three combine payments lead to a budgeted -$26,740 bottom line.  Following a good discussion, French moved to accept the budgets as presented.  Bischer supported the motion.  Motion passed.   
MDARD UPDATE  
Cramer updated the group on the referendum process.  Grower lists have been complied and submitted to the State.  Voting will take place in the second half of September.  Look for ballots in mid-September.
MBS 
Shipper Representative Neil French reported that -

· For a second consecutive meeting, navy beans continue to ship at a nice pace however black bean shipments appear sluggish.   

· Good growing conditions in Minn-Dak place their crop at average to above average.

· New crop black beans have been sold to Mexico which is encouraging.  

· Plans are being made for a MBS – USDA grading session in mid-October      

FY 2019-20 ELECTION OF OFFICERS

· Chairman Ackerman relinquished the chair to Cramer for the purpose of electing a chair, vice-chair, treasurer and executive secretary for FY 2019-20.  Cramer opened the floor for nominations.  Ackerman was nominated by Voelker for chair, Stoutenburg was nominated by Bischer for vice chair, Noffsinger was nominated by Ackerman for treasurer and Cramer was nominated by Voelker for executive secretary.  There were no other nominations.  Each officer was elected individually.  Each vote passed unanimously.  Ackerman took control of the meeting.      
FY 2019-20 Annual Approvals

· Depositories – A motion was made by Noffsinger to approve Chemical Bank, PNC Bank and Frankenmuth Credit Union as our depositories.  Voelker supported.  Motion passed.
· Meeting per diem – A motion was made by Bischer to continue to pay a $75 per meeting per diem.  French supported.  Motion passed.
· FY 2019-20 Meeting Calendar – Cramer proposed a meeting calendar for FY 2019-20 that includes 8 Commission meetings and 3 PRAB meetings. (attached) A motion was made by Noffsinger to accept the calendar as presented.  Reif supported.  Motion passed.  
Executive Director’s Report

· US Dry Bean Convention – Cramer thanked the group for letting him attend the convention.  Cramer still sees value in being present.  Cramer got to spend time with the end-users that attended and was asked to present the acreage report for the MBS this year.  
· USDA-AMS Meeting – the MBC hosted 5 people from AMS earlier this month.  These are the folks that draft, receive offers, award contracts and expedite shipments of food aid for USDA.  A great discussion was held with MBS members.  Several areas of interest/need were identified and will be addressed.   

· Cramer commented on the August 12 USDA Crop Report – optimistic best described the 22 bag yield.  

· 2019 Plot Tour Schedule – plot participants will receive 3 RUP recertification credits.  Participants at the MSU Dry Bean Field Day on August 27th will receive 6 credits.  (see attached) 
· Cramer invited the group to the September 9 Bean Based Luncheon being organized for the US Dry Bean Council Trade Mission.  Lunch will be served at Mark Zimmer’s in Unionville.  This luncheon will highlight some of the work that’s been done with our on-going dry bean ingredient research project.  Cichy ad Hooper to offer comments.
· Cramer purposed the adoption of a policy that details how we process grants – see attached.  Cramer also purposed policy language that address what happens in the event on non-reporting/non-payment of the assessment by a first receiver.  After a brief discussion on both purposed policies, French made a motion to adopt both the policies as presented.  Voelker supported.  Motion passed.          
USDBC 
· Voelker commented on the USDBC Summer meeting held last month in Colorado.  Stoutenburg continues to provide leadership by serving on the Executive Committee.  Volker has been appointed to the newly formed ingredient committee.  Voelker complimented the IPC for their evaluation and recommendations for overhauling our foreign representation and programs.  

· Cramer commented on the trade team selection process noting that Michigan is well represented this year.  
Executive Director’s Review – Cramer was excused for the purpose of review.  When asked to return, Ackerman shared two items that should be addressed going forward including shortening up the review form being used and freshen up the annual March Roundtable meeting that has been so successful in the past.  

With no further business, Chairman Ackerman adjourned the meeting at 4:48 PM.

Respectfully,
 Joe Cramer, Executive Secretary
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