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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of August 15, 2019
MSU SVREC, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman
 


MBS

2. John Cnudde




MBS

3. Keith Martus




MBS
4. Dan Armbruster




MBS





5. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC




6. Greg Ackerman




MBC 
7. Steve Ewald




MBC
8. 





MBC 


9. Ross Voelker




MBC – Alternate

10. 





MBC – Alternate  
11.                                                        


MBS - Alternate

12. 





MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent:

Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – Alternate



Mark Reif




MBC   

Amy Sweeny                                  


MBS - Alternate

Scott DyVuyst




MBS - Alternate

Staff in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Greg Varner




PRAB Director of Research
Scott Bales




MSU Dry Bean Specialist 

Guests in Attendance:  


Neil French




MBC / MBS / ADM

Dr. James Kelly




MSU


Dr. Karen Cichy




USDA - ARS


Dr. Kurt Steinke




MSU


Dr. Andrew Wiersma



MSU

Evan Wright




MSU

Scott Shaw




USDA - ARS


Theresa Sisung




MFB

Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  Those present introduced themselves.  Hensler relinquished the chair to Executive Director Cramer for the purpose of electing a chair.

Cramer opened the floor for nominations.  Armbruster nominated Hensler.  With no other nominations Cramer closed nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Hensler.  Hensler resumed control.       
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by Cnudde to approve the agenda as printed.  Noffsinger supported.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from March 6, 2019 were presented for review.  Ackerman moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by Noffsinger.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented and reviewed the FY 2018-19 YTD balance sheet, profit and loss and an amended budget comparison.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses and expectations for the year end.  Ackerman moved to accept the financial reports.  Noffsinger supported.  Motion passed. 
Cramer then presented a budget for FY 2019-20.  Revenues are based on 4.0 million bags of production (200,000 x 20).  Expenses are changing due to Research Director Varner’s pending retirement and funding of the MSU Dry Bean Specialist.  Transition costs and the second of three combine payments lead to a budgeted -$26,740 bottom line.  Following a good discussion, Martus moved to accept the budget as presented.  Armbruster supported.  Motion passed.  (Budget attached)          
RESEARCH OVERVIEW  
· Greg Varner’s comments focused on the variety work currently being studied in several small plots located across Michigan’s traditional dry bean production area.  Spring planting conditions were challenging but may allow for some great research.  Since planting several of the plot locations have been uniquely stressed with heavy rain and flooding, drought, bugs, etc.  Much of this work is being funded by a SCBG.  (Presentation attached)      
· Scott Bales comments focused on the fertility project currently underway.  Strip trials and small plots evaluating various rates of nutrition (N, P, K, Mn, S). Variety Plots located in all six counties were soil tested.  Tissue tests are now being conducted.  We hope to repeat this study over multiple years for most conclusive results and recommendations.  (Presentation attached)            
· Dr. James Kelly continues to advance variety options for Michigan’s growers.  Plot work at the MSU Montcalm Research Farm and the Saginaw Valley Research Farm are ongoing.  Plots at the Montcalm location look very good.  Plots at the Saginaw Valley location have been challenged with some variability due to plot location.      
· Dr. Andrew Wiersma explained research currently being conducted that hopes to more efficiently advance the selection process by utilizing drones.  High resolution capability with frequent observations are proving to identify issues sooner in the growing season.  Drones will speed up the process and allow more work to be completed.   
· Evan Wright focused on dry bean research being done in the Upper Peninsula.  Black bean and Dark Red Kidney Bean variety research is being completed at plots located in the Garden Peninsula and at the MSU Research Farm located in Chatham.  Wright complimented James DeDecker for pursuing dry bean research in the UP after taking the helm at the Chatham Research Farm.       
· Dr. Kurt Steinke is the lead PHD on our Fertility Project.  Dr. Steinke added to Scott Bales comments with some provocative observations / comments of his own.  Dr. Steinke who is relatively new to dry bean research noted how surprised he has been at how little real dry bean fertility research has been done across the US.  He also raised questions about row spacing, fertilizer placement and the importance of getting off to a good start.  
· Dr. Karen Cichy took the group in another direction since dry bean breeding projects had already been discussed.  Dr. Cichy invited the group to the September 9 Bean Based Luncheon being organized for the US Dry Bean Council Trade Mission.  Lunch will be served at Mark Zimmer’s in Unionville.  This luncheon will highlight some of the work that’s been done with our on-going dry bean ingredient research project.       
Project Greeen Priorities – Varner included the most recent version of our priorities.  These will be reviewed later this fall.  Any change will become recommendations to PRAB.       
2019 Plot Tour Schedule – plot participants will receive 3 RUP recertification credits.  Participants at the MSU Dry Bean Field Day on August 27th will receive 6 credits.  (see attached) 
With no further business, Chairman Hensler adjourned the meeting at 2:48.       

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
