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Others Present:

Jamie Zmitko-Somers, MDARD
The meeting was called to order at 11:20 a.m. by Chairman Voelker
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  a motion was made by Densmore with support by Carlson to accept the agenda.  Motion passed.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none.    

MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes of the April 26, 2013 meeting were presented for review and approval.  A motion was made by French with support by Krick to accept minutes as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
REPORTS:  Jamie Zmitko-Somers, MDARD reported on the following (Notes attached):

· Today was the deadline to submit MDARD Approved Specialty Crop Block Grant applications to the USDA.  Questions will be asked over the next few weeks with approval (or denial) expected in the early fall.
· The State of Michigan passed a budget in June including a 12.4% increase in the MDARD General Fund.  Jamie explained some of the departments, projects and/or services that would be positively impacted.

· Strategic Growth Initiative (SGI) is funded with $1.0 million coming from MDARD and $2.0 million coming from MEDC.  The application period is expected to open in the next few weeks.  

· Zmitko-Somers also commented on a Forest Management and Conservation Program, County Fair Program and the Grain Dealers Security Fund.  

· It was noted that Gene VanDreissche has completed his service on the Grain Dealers Security Fund Board of Directors as the MBC representative.  The Commission is grateful for this service and extends our gratitude to Gene.  

· Through MDARD, several commodity groups were able to participate in this years National Restaurant Show in Chicago.  

· Zmitko-Somers reminded the Commission that we have to conduct a referendum in 2014 or sooner.  We will begin to prepare for that now.

WSGW’s Daily Farm Show host Terry Henne called in and engaged us in a live conversation on the radio show.  His interview touched on growing conditions around the state but focused on Commission activities including research and promotion.  Cramer and Voelker spoke for the Commission.  

FINANCIAL REPORT:  The financial reports for the months of April, May and June 2013 and year to date totals for the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Carlson with support by Ackerman to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
The Monthly Assessment Report was reviewed.  Cramer will continue to add additional information to this report in the future.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
· Cramer asked for some discussion/clarification on the process of choosing participants for events and activities.  Cramer was directed to identify
· the number of participants needed
· any particular skill set needed of the particular activity
· any Commissioners that were interested and available
· participation in previous activities

and then choose who would participate.  

· Strategic Growth Initiative – Cramer, Varner, etc. are preparing to develop a grant application to fund a “Dry Beans as an Ingredient” feasibility study.  

· The age and functionality of www.michiganbean.org was discussed.  A motion was made by Carlson with support from Densmore to allow Cramer up to $5,000 for the development and implementation of a new website and logo.  Motion passed.
· Cramer presented a timeline and budget for FY 2013-14 MBC/ MBS Joint Activities.  Discussion will continue at the next meeting.

· Cramer presented a draft of a FY 2013-14 budget.  Adoption will take place with necessary modifications at the August meeting. 

· Cramer presented a draft of a FY 2013-14 meeting calendar.  Adoption will take place with necessary modifications at the August meeting.

· Upcoming July events include:

· Farm Bureau Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Commodity group meeting in Frankenmuth on July 11, 2013.

· The MBS Acreage Report Meeting in Bay City on July 11, 2013

· Brazilian Embassy Luncheon in DC on July 16, 2013

· Washington DC Ag Club Breakfast in DC on July 17, 2013

· Baseball, Hot Dog and Bean Event in DC on July 17, 2013

· MABA Leadership Program – MBC presentation in Grand Haven on July 23 and 24, 2013

· USDBC IPC meeting on July 25, 2013 in Chicago

· USDBC Winter Meetings, July 25, 26 and 27, 2013 in Chicago

· US Dry Bean Convention in Chicago on July 27 – 30, 2013 in Chicago.

· August events and activities include:

· County plot tours
· MI, Minn Dak, Ontario and Manitoba Crop tours
· Hosting/presenting at the Lansing Ag Club on August 14, 2013

· Food Safety Presentation at the MABA Applicator Rodeo on August 14 repeating on August 15, 2013
· The Commission plans to participate in a USDBC Reverse Trade Team activity in September beginning on September 9th in Chicago.  

· October activities include the ANUGA Food Show and the American Food and Beverage Show.  

· November will include the MBC/MBS Annual Breakfast in Mexico City. 

PRAB REPORT:  
· Research Director Varner presented a hand out detailing the dates, times and locations for next month’s variety plot tours.  

· In addition to variety trials, Varner is conducting white mold trials, a roller study and a black bean color retention study.

· Planting and plot progress has gone well to date.  Weed control was good with a couple of exceptions but those locations are under control.

· Several canners have expressed frustration over their inability to maintain a black color in canned black beans.  The level of interest by canning companies is high.  The timing of this study couldn’t be better.  

· Greg will participate in the Innovation Lab meetings in Madison, WI later this month and a BIC Meeting in Portland, OR in October.
· The Production Research Advisory Board plans to meet on August 2, 2013.  Their agenda will include the review and adoption of a FY 2013-14 budget, an outline of a performance review process and FY 2013-14 focus, etc.   

USDBC UPDATE:  
· Executive Committee – no report

· IPC Update - the USDBC International Promotions Committee is organizing a Reverse Trade Team Symposium to commence on September 9th in Chicago.  The group will then travel to Michigan where they will be hosted by the MBC and the MBS for two or three days before departing.  Details will be shard as they become available.  

· Bylaws Committee – no report.
A motion was made by Krick, supported by Densmore to adjourn.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
Respectfully, 
Joe Cramer, E.D.
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