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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of August 17, 2016
Cooperative Elevator Company, 7211 East Michigan Avenue, Pigeon, Michigan
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman, ADM 


MBS

2.  





MBC 




3. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC

4. John Krick 




MBC
5. Greg Ackerman




MBC


6. Keith Martus, Star of the West Milling

MBS

7. Dan Armbruster, Coop Elevator


MBS

8. John Cnudde                                                                MBS

9. Ross Voelker 




MBC - Alternate


10. Jim Roggenbuck




MBC – Alternate
11.                                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12.  





MBS - Alternate

Staff in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Greg Varner




PRAB Director of Research 

Others present:  Terry Schindler, Dr. Jim Kelly, Evan Wright    
Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 10:00 am
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Martus with support from Armbruster.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from March 9, 2016 were presented for review.  Ackerman moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Krick supported.  Motion passed.          
Public Comment:  there was none.        
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented and reviewed YTD financial reports.  Following discussion, Krick moved to accept the financials as presented.  Cnudde supported.  Motion passed.
FY ‘16-’17 Budget – Cramer and Varner presented a budget for FY 2016-2017.  In depth discussion followed which focused on this crop’s yield potential and the impact on revenue.  Following discussion revenue was set based on 210,000 acres with an average yield of 18 bags per acre.  Armbruster moved to recommend this budget to the Commission for approval.  Ackerman supported.  Motion passed.     

Dry Bean Research Specialist position – Cramer and Dr. Kelly reviewed the job description, hiring process and timetable with the group.  PRAB members Hensler, Ackerman and Executive Secretary Cramer will serve on the Search Committee.  Following a brief discussion, Stoutenburg moved to accept the report and continue the process.  Krick supported.  Motion passed.   

Research Director’s Report

· Varner reviewed this month’s research Plot Tour locations and dates.  Marketing, Food Safety and Harvest Prep commentary will be incorporated in this year’s plots.  Cramer mentioned the processors that have agreed to help sponsor this year’s effort and thanked ADM/Hensler for once again handling the logistics and cost of providing tables and chairs at the Bay County event.  
· Varner reviewed each plot location highlighting planting date, condition, weed pressure (or lack thereof) and weed control used where necessary noting that several plots did not require post spraying.  
· White mold is showing up in plots where it should.  Varner noted how difficult it is to model white mold.      
· Varner discussed his experience with disease pressures in the production area and within his plots.  Root rot, Pythium, white mold, etc.    
· SCBG
· Harvest Aid Project – complete.  
· SGI Dry Bean Ingredient Project - Phase II - this project is well underway.  Cooperators plan to meet next week to review the balance of the grant period.           
· Dry Bean Health Project – This project is underway focusing on diseases and nutrition that affect yields
· Varner concluded his report by commenting on residual issues that have shown up in dry beans from a corn herbicide called Balance.  Dr. Sprague is adjusting her recommendations to address this issue.  Varner will be sure to communicate this at plots and meetings throughout the balance of 2016.  
· At the request of Stoutenburg, Varner will include data from previous years in his research report so growers and compare easier and we can index research results to industry results which should help us more accurately forecast outcomes.  
MSU Breeding Program Update
· Dr. Jim Kelly offered an overview of this year’s research effort.  Dr. Kelly reminded the group of next week’s Soils Day and the SVREC.  The addition of this event displaced our traditional Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Field Day which we trust will return next year.  This year’s research includes:

· Dry Bean Color Retention

· Kidney Bean Variety Selection (app 260 varieties included)

· Cranberry Beans (Dr. Cichy)

· Slow Darkening Pinto Beans

· Dr. Kelly explained the challenges involved with garbanzo bean production in Michigan.

Project Greeen  
· Varner reviewed the 2016 Research Priorities for the Michigan Dry Bean Industry.
· Dr. Jim Kelly noted that Dr. Karen Cichy did receive a Project Greeen grant to Develop and test non-destructive sensing technologies to predict and evaluate processing and end use quality in beans. This sensing work was the number one priority on our list that Project Greeen reviewers use when awarding grants.

· PRAB members discussed many dry bean management problems and decided to place “Soil-Borne Diseases in Dry Beans” as our number one priority due to the 2016 reduced plant stands believed to be caused by Pythium and/or possibly Rhizoctonia Root Rot disease.  This is currently the most pressing issue in dry bean production in Michigan.   

With no further business, Chairman Hensler adjourned the meeting at 12:10.    

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
