Michigan Bean Commission
Meeting Minutes
December 5, 2013 – Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth, Michigan
Those Present:
District #1 




Jack Frank

District #2                                                                       

District #3




Greg Ackerman
District #4                                                                    Clint Stoutenburg, Chair     
District #5




Allen Bischer
District #6




Ross Voelker 

District #7






District #8




John Krick, Treasurer
Shipper Representative                                             Neil French

Executive Director



Joe Cramer
PRAB Agronomist



Greg Varner

Others Present:

Isaiah Wunsch




MEDC/ MDARD,
Terry Schindler    


              Grower, District 1
Brian Stratton                                                             Grower, District 7

Brenda Szach                                                              Houghton Lake, MI

Marc Reinhardt                                                          Sebewaing, MI
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Chairman Stoutenburg.  Introduction of guests were made.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Brenda Szach, Houghton Lake, Michigan shared a handout detailing the new Dry Bean Revenue Insurance product available in Michigan this year.    
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by Ackerman with support by Voelker to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion passed.
MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes of the October 16, 2013 meeting were presented for review and approval.  A motion was made by Frank with support by Ackerman to accept minutes as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The financial reports for October and November 2013 with year to date totals for the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Bischer with support by Voelker to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
Amended budgets for MBC and for PRAB were presented.  Changes were related to the breakout for reimbursements and expenses for MDARD grants and USDBC activities within the MBC budget.  Changes in the PRAB budget focused on salary and withholdings.  A single motion was made by Ackerman with support from French to adopt the amended budgets as presented (see attached).  Motion passed.       
MDARD/MEDC Representative Isaiah Wunsch commented on the review process that “232” Organizations are currently experiencing noting that the MBC went through the review last March.  When complete, the department will suggest some areas where groups can standardize various policies and disciplines affecting all groups.  Wunsch noted that successful Strategic Growth Initiative grant applicants should be notified yet this year.  MDARD will host a Food and Ag Summit on March 26, 2013 

Michigan Bean Shippers Representative Neil French led a discussion on the upcoming referendum.  The MBS has agreed to work with its members to identify and hold in confidence a current list of dry bean sellers that would be eligible to vote in the upcoming referendum.  Once complete the MBS will share the list with MDARD who will issue ballots.  Commissioners expressed their appreciation adding that highlighting MBC and PRAB activities heading into a referendum would be productive.   
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
· Cramer updated the group on some of the changes being made to the County Bean Meetings offered by MSU Extension next month.  Session will include CCA and Pesticide Credits.     

· Cramer commented on his participation at the America’s Food and Beverage Show in Miami in late October.  Cramer will continue to flesh out an activity that mirrors what we’ve come to know as the Mexico City Breakfast. This will be a split with the MBS.  

· The Mexico City Breakfast was well attended by the majority of the buyers in the Mexico City market.  The relationship between Michigan and Mexico City continues to be strong.  Plans are in place for next year’s event.    

· Cramer extended an invitation to all Commissioners to attend the 2014 MABA Winter Conference including the MBS Annual Meeting to be held on 1/14/14 at the Lansing Center.

· The USDBC Congress is scheduled for early February will take place despite the lack of funding from USDA.  Commissioners Stoutenburg and Bischer along with Cramer will represent the Michigan Dry Bean Industry.  In the event that other Commissioners are interested in attending Cramer will work with Chair Stoutenburg to evaluate the benefits of including additional Commissioners.  Commissioner Frank reminded the group that historically the executive director would establish what size of group should attend and accepted that the first to declare their desire would be chosen assuming their skill set is applicable. 

· Nominees Schindler and Stratton both received voicemails yesterday from SOM representatives suggesting they would be receiving confirmation letters in the near future.  

· The MBC is planning to partner with MDARD to participate in the National Restaurant Show in Chicago next spring.  
PRAB REPORT:  

· PRAB will host the Annual Can Opening and Evaluation on January 13, 2014 in East Lansing.  Research Director Varner noted the increased participation by end users.  
· Exhibitors, speakers, etc. for next winter’s Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Symposium are being secured.  Revenue insurance for dry beans, world markets, etc. will be included.  The event is scheduled for 2/18/14.  
USDBC UPDATE:  
· Executive Committee – No Report

· IPC – No report

· USDBC Winter Meeting is scheduled for late January.  Delegate Voelker, Alternate Stoutenburg and Director Cramer will attend.  

Other
· Outgoing Commissioner Jack Frank thanked the Commission for being able to serve our Industry.  During his tenure, Jack made it a practice to financially support state and federal law makers when asked always leaving his politics at home.  Jack considered it a good investment in our industry that always paid dividends eventually.  Chairman Stoutenburg spoke for the entire Commission when he thanked Jack for his long service and commitment to Michigan’s dry bean industry.  

· Commissioner Frank has served on the Research Farm Advisory Committee and is willing to continue in that role as long as we need him to.    

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
Respectfully, 
Joe Cramer, E.D.
