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January 9, 2014 – SVREC, Frankenmuth, Michigan
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The meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Vice Chairman Voelker.  Introduction of guests were made.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mike Sahr encouraged the MBC to continue activities that identify young growers for participation in programs that educate, develop and encourage dry bean production and potentially future involvement in leadership positions.      
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by Ackerman with support by Krick to accept the agenda as printed with the addition of 8e – Referendum and 8f – Commissioner Reimbursement.  Motion passed.
MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes of the December 5, 2013 meeting were presented for review and approval.  A motion was made by Krick with support by French to accept minutes as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The financial report for December 2013 with year to date totals for the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Ackerman with support by Densmore to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
MDARD/MEDC Report – no report  

Michigan Bean Shippers  - no report.   
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
· Cramer distributed the recently completed Annual Auditors Report.  Commissioners will discuss in detail at the next meeting.       

· Cramer discussed the Outstate Research Bonus that is paid to Research Director annually.  A motion was made by Krick with support from French to continue the program formula as per attached schedule against research dollars received in the fiscal year.  Motion passed.   

· A MBC-MBS Trade Initiative to the Med Region is being planned for late winter – early spring.  The focus will be Italy.  Dates will be communicated as soon as they are available.  

· The Commission plans to partner with MDARD and Furmano’s at this year’s National Restaurant Show in Chicago next May.  

· Cramer has had discussions with MDARD and MBS to identify a timetable and eligible voter list for the forthcoming referendum.  April is the earliest possible date available.  

· Commissioner reimbursement for office supplies was discussed.  Concensus was to provide funding for the most basic iPad for each Commissioner and move to a paperless meeting.  Cramer will investigate the cost of making this purchase.  It will be presented as an action item at the next meeting.  
PRAB REPORT:  

· Indications suggest that participation at this year’s Canning Quality Evaluation slated for January 13th will be much higher than in the past.  End users in particular have expressed interest in attending.  
· The agreement between MDRD and the MBC for the SGI Grant is being drafted.  Participants in the Ingredient Study we will be conducting are going to meet for the first time on January 13th to begin to lay out the process and timetable in detail.  Commissioner Ackerman encouraged us to involve experts who can help educate us thus preventing mistakes and delays.  This will be an agenda item for the next year and a half.  
· Director Varner spent a few minutes discussing the process, timetable and some cost estimates that could be incurred as our industry moves down the path of bio tech beans.  Varner will work with Dr. Kelly to draft a white paper on the topic further detailing the process and our position.  
· State Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Symposium is scheduled for February 18, 2014.  The program will include Cole Andrews from Watts and Associates, Randy Duckworth from the USDBC from out of state.  We are working to include an end user.  
· Communications - The annual Research Priority meeting is scheduled tentatively for March 12, 2014.  This event has been well received and many good ideas and suggestion from the precious 5 meetings have been applied at the participant’s farms since.  We plan to continue these sessions and hope to maintain the excellent discussions and participation we have come to expect and enjoy.       
USDBC UPDATE:  
· Executive Committee – Stoutenburg had suggested that we consider submitting the balance of our annual dues prior to the winter meetings as budgeted.  Cramer will contact USDBC Director Wharton to request and invoice for us to pay.   
· IPC – funding activities is on hold awaiting a farm bill.  Once the bill is in place, funding application for participation will be published.       

Vice Chairman Voelker adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 
Respectfully, 
Joe Cramer, E.D.
