Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March 12, 2014
Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, Frankenmuth, Michigan
The Production Research Advisory Board meeting commenced at 9:00 a.m.
Those in attendance were:
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Ross Voelker
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Allen Bischer
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Greg Varner
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Joe Cramer
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Dan Hensler                                                          
ADM-PRAB Chairman


Keith Martus
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Jon Cnudde
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Guests included:  Bryan Hecht, Mike Van Hoost, Mark Zimmer, Mark Bauer, Terry Schindler, MBC, Kevin Clarke, Evan Wright, MSU  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hensler including an introduction of members and guests.  Hensler welcomed and thanked the members of PRAB and guests for attending – especially given the terrible weather conditions.  
Public Comment:  The guests listed above shared several management practices (see attached spreadsheet).  Members of PRAB added their practices, experiences and recommendations to the list.  Several potential research priorities were identified and discussed at length including:
· Harvest Aids
· Timing - month, date, time of day, etc.
· Product – combinations, rates, tank mixes, etc. 
· Encourage breeders to include a focus on new varieties that dry down efficiently.
· Planting Date(s) - How does this relate to harvest aid performance? 

· Foliar Feeding - applications, products, timing, N, P, K, micros, etc.

Hensler thanked the group for sharing their experiences and participating.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.

MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from January 13, 2014 we presented for review.  Ackerman moved to accept minutes as presented.  Densmore supported.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  YTD Monthly Financial Report was presented for review.  Martus moved to accept the financials as presented.  Krick supported.  Motion passed.
RESEARCH DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

· Varner commented on the annual Canning Evaluation Event held on January 13, Participation was good with 45 to 50 people participating including numerous representatives from 5 end users.  Input has been solicited from the participants in an effort to make the event more valuable.  This input will be considered as preparations are being made for 2015.  

· Varner opened a discussion reviewing the MSUE meetings historically referred to as “County” meetings.  The general consensus was that the meetings improved but there is room for additional improvement.  E.D. Cramer suggested kicking off our meeting season with the Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Symposium rather that placing it at the end and follow-up with regional meetings as needed.  He will work with Commissioners to and Varner to develop this format.  
· The 2015 Dry Bean and Sugar Beet Symposium will be held on January 20, 2015.  This is about a month earlier than the traditional mid-Feb date.  A discussion followed including trade show participation, meeting participation, vendor participation.  The trend is negative.  One suggestion was to consider including a broader range of topics.  No decisions were reached.  We have time to consider ideas to change the current trend.   

· Varner commented on the completion of the Color Retentions Study.  

· Varner commented on the kickoff of “Project North”.  Meetings have been held in Pinconning, Michigan and Spruce, Michigan.  A meeting was also held in Cook’s in the U.P.  Several new growers joined the more veteran growers from each area.  And, a meeting is scheduled in Owosso, Michigan for March 13, 2014.

· Varner noted the SGI Ingredient Project is also underway.  Samples of beans have been ground into flour of various particle sizes.  Ackerman encouraged us to look at any and all possible partners that we might learn from.  

· The 2014 Research Priority List will be reviewed.  Input received today will be incorporated as much as possible.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Cramer, MBC Executive Director

