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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2017
MSU SVREC, Frankenmuth, Michigan  48734
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman, ADM 


MBS

2. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC 




3. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC

4.  





MBC
5. Greg Ackerman




MBC


6. 





MBS

7. 





MBS

8. John Cnudde                                                                MBS

9. 





MBC - Alternate


10. Jim Roggenbuck




MBC – Alternate
11.                                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12.  





MBS - Alternate

Staff in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Greg Varner




PRAB Director of Research 

Others present:  Dr. Christy Sprague, Dr. Jim Kelly, Dr. Karen Cichy, Dr. Mark Uebersax, Evan Wright, Andy Porter, Dave Rupprecht, Mark Zimmer, Mark Bauer, Jeff Bernia, Mike Van Hoost, Brian Karg, Tom VanSickle, Kevin Clarke, Andy Shaffner, Ted Bauer, Neil French, Jacob Gebhardt       
Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 8:15 am
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Ackerman.  The motion was supported by Cnudde.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from August 17, 2016 were presented for review.  Noffsinger moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by Cnudde.  Motion passed.          
PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none.        
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented and reviewed YTD financial reports.  Following discussion, Cramer presented an amended budget for FY 2016-17 that included:

· a slight increase in assessment revenue as per USDA
· a slight reduction in research revenue
· a significant decrease in vehicle maintenance
· several other minor changes in expenses
The total budgeted revenue decreased by $3,628 and total budgeted expenses decreased by $25,668.75.  The net resulting in a positive contribution to fund balance of $11,994.75.  Ackerman moved to accept the financials including amended budget as presented.  Noffsinger supported.  Motion passed.
Executive Director’s Report

· Dry Bean Research Specialist position – the Research Committee will meet later today to discuss any conclusions from the interview conducted on February 16th and identify the next steps.     

· Re-Districting – Cramer updated the group on the process underway to combine District 7 and District 8 and to create an “At Large” position.     
· Harvest Tour – will be held on September 18, 2017 

Annual Research Priorities Roundtable Discussion – Chairman Hensler welcomed all of the growers in attendance and thanked them for their time and participation.  After offering some background and expectations Hensler yielded the floor to Research Director Greg Varner.  

Varner surveyed several growers recently recording their individual dry bean production practices.  The survey results were plugged into a spreadsheet.  Areas discussed during the survey included:

· Crop rotation

· Irrigation

· Previous crop

· Row width

· Population

· Preferred planting date

· Fertilizer rates and application methods

· Rolling

· Insecticide

· Weed control

· White mold treatment

· Seasonal weed control and desiccant

· Harvest methods

· Previous year’s cover crop

· Fall tillage ahead of beans

The group discussed each of these areas in detail.  At the end of the discussion, several areas were identified as possible areas where further research may be productive.  Those areas included the timing of rolling, rate and timing of fertilizer application(s), planting dry beans in cover crops, seed treatments, and fungicides.
MSU Dry Bean Breeding and Research Update - Dr. Kelly updated the group on the breeding efforts taking at MSU.  Dr. Cichy updated the group on the nutrition work being done including her application for a sizeable grant that is intended to address all aspects of her research focus - yield, nutrition, taste and convenience.      
Project Greeen Priorities – today’s outcomes don’t alter the current priorities.   
With no further business, Chairman Hensler adjourned the meeting at 11:45.    

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
