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Meeting Minutes – March 8, 2017
MSU Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, Frankenmuth, Michigan  48734
Those Present:
District #1




Kevin Noffsinger





District #2                                    
                                John Densmore
District #3




Greg Ackerman, Chair
District #4                                                                             Clint Stoutenburg   
District #5




Jim Roggenbuck, Vice Chairman
District #6




Ross Voelker, Treasurer
District #7






District #8





Shipper Representative                             
                Neil French

Executive Secretary 



Joe Cramer
Research Director



Greg Varner

Others Present:

Heather Throne, MDARD                                                   
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Greg Ackerman.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by Densmore with support from Stoutenburg to approve the agenda.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by French with support from Noffsinger to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Financial reports for FY 2016-17 year-to-date totals and budget comparison for both the Commission and PRAB were presented.  Following discussion, Cramer presented an amended budget for FY 2016-17 that included:

MBC

· a slight increase in assessment revenue as per USDA

· an increase in APA dues paid in this fiscal year from the previous fiscal year

· several minor changes in expenses

The total budgeted revenue increased by $31,860 and total budgeted expenses increased by $15,731.  The net reduction of negative bottom line by $16,129.  

PRAB

· a slight increase in assessment revenue as per USDA
· a slight reduction in research revenue
· a significant decrease in vehicle maintenance
· several other minor changes in expenses
The total budgeted revenue decreased by $3,628 and total budgeted expenses decreased by $25,668.75.  The net resulting in a positive contribution to fund balance of $11,994.75.  
Stoutenburg moved to accept the financials including amended budget as presented.  Roggenbuck supported.  Motion passed.
MDARD Report – Heather Throne, MDARD 

· SCBG applications are due April 6, 2017.  There is app. $1.8 in the pool this year.  USDA expects submission in early June. 

Michigan Bean Shipper’s Report – Neil French, SR

· The MBS may be interested in exploring a joint industry meeting for late 2017.  Cramer will work with Byrum to draft a plan.

· French commented on contracting progress.  While slow, growers are participating.  Navy bean exports are secured for next year given some recent contracting opportunities.  

· Black bean shipments have been slow.  
· Seed supply is adequate.
Executive Director’s Report – Joe Cramer

· Dry Bean Revenue Insurance – values for 2017 were published on March 1.  Cramer was contacted recently about the pending legal action being considered.  Progress is slow but there is progress. 

· Re-Districting discussions continue.  Cramer met with MDARD officials recently who will draft language for the bill that will focus on Section 2 of PA 114 only, identify a representative to sponsor the bill and move it toward approval in the Legislature.  The goal is to have this completed in 2017 latest.   

· Research Director Search Committee met over the lunch hour to discuss the candidate that was interviewed on February 16th.  Following discussion, the Committee declared it to be a failed search.  Cramer will contact Dr. Kells to determine a course of action.   

· Harvest Tour – will be held on September 18, 2017 

· July 10th and August 16th Commission meetings will be combined into a single meeting on August 3rd due to schedule conflicts.     
Central America Trip Report - 6 members of Michigan’s Bean Industry recently held meetings in Bogota and Medellin, Columbia and San Jose, Costa Rica.  The meetings over breakfast were well attended.  Each participant contributed to the presentations which covered the decision making process and factors affecting grower’s rotations from year to year.  Meeting cost was split between the Commission and the Shippers.  Plans are underway for 2018 which includes a central meeting location with more formal presentations.              
Research Director’s Report – Greg Varner
· The 2018 Dry Bean and Sugarbeet Symposium will be held on January 16, 2018.  Cramer will explore the possibility of utilizing a “phone blast” to promote/remind growers of all of our activities.
· Contracted research for 2017 will involve at least three new companies this year that are looking for help with herbicides, fungicides and seed treatments.  

· The Bean Health project will conclude this spring.  There is more work to be done in this area.  Cramer, Varner and Uebersax will meet this month to draft the next phase of this research.  

· The Bean Ingredient project which was granted a 6 month extension will conclude at the end of June.
· BIC Conference will be held in East Lansing in late October – early November.  Varner is part of the planning / organizational committee.  Sponsorship opportunities are being developed.  
USDBC REPORT  
· The Executive Committee will be meeting in Denver this weekend.  Clint isn’t able to participate so Cramer may sit in.  This meeting is intended to enhance communications and offer more direction to USDBC staff. 
· IPC will publish trade mission opportunities in June for reply in July.  Participants will be selected at the summer meeting. 
· Ackerman highlighted the USDBC Winter Meeting.  Relationships have improved significantly.  The next Winter Meeting will be held in conjunction with the Mexico Congress.   
· Ackerman highlighted the USDBC Mexico Congress.  Attendance appeared to be down however the companies that were present were significant.  Presentations were good.  One presenter covered Brazil which was particularly interesting.         
· Cramer will represent the USDBC at the Global Pulse Conference in July, Krick was chosen to work the USDBC booth at ANUGA, Voelker will represent the USDBC on a trade mission to Columbia in November and Stoutenburg will be part of the USDBC trade team to Central America in December.  
APA REPORT – Cramer attended the 2017 Global Pulse Day in New York City in January.  Food editors, food bloggers, food influencers, etc. participated in the event.  A luncheon at the United Nations was part of the day which included identifying someone at the US to purpose declaring January 18th as Global Pulse Day annually in a UN session.     
Preferred Future discussion was once again deferred until our next meeting.  Chairman Ackerman adjourned the meeting at 3:10 p.m. 
Respectfully,
 Joe Cramer
Joe Cramer, E.S.
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