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Meeting Minutes – October 3, 2016
Saginaw Valley Research & Extension Center
3775 South Reese Road, Frankenmuth, Michigan
Those Present:
District #1




Terry Schindler





District #2                                    
                                John Densmore 

District #3




Greg Ackerman, Chair
District #4                                                                             Clint Stoutenburg   
District #5




Jim Roggenbuck, Vice Chairman
District #6




Ross Voelker, Treasurer
District #7




Brian Stratton
District #8




John Krick
Shipper Representative                             
                Neil French

Executive Secretary 



Joe Cramer
Research Director



Greg Varner

Others Present:

Heather Throne, MDARD
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Greg Ackerman.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by French with support from Krick to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Chairman Ackerman noted a mistake in the last paragraph of the 8/17/16 minutes.  A motion was made by Schindler with support from Roggenbuck to accept the minutes as amended.  Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Financial reports for FY 2015-16 including monthly assessment reports, blank balances, year-to-date totals and budget comparison for both the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Densmore with support by Roggenbuck to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.

MDARD Report – Heather Throne reported that SCBG applications have been vetted.  Awardees should be notified in the next few weeks.  She also noted that funding for the next round of Value Added Grants will likely be limited to 3 or 4 applications due to funding.  Applications will be due in the next few weeks.   

MBS Report – Shipper Representative French participated in Project RED at the Bay County Fairgrounds.  Project RED is intended to educate area youth by exposing them to our industry.

Seed update - a good 60% of western seed is under cover.  Pinto bean seed fields where hit with rain and hail in Wyoming past 2-3 days keeping them from harvest to finish up could have a frost there real soon. 

French gave a brief overview of harvest estimating progress at +/- 60%.  Yields are wide ranging but the average yield is expected to be 17-19 bags.  Neil hasn’t experienced any quality issues to date adding that allergens haven’t been an issue at his facility.  He is aware of fields that did produce volunteer soybeans.

Ackerman asked each Commissioner to comment on bean harvest in their districts.  Comments can be summarized as follows:  

· Weed and insect pressure exists in many areas
· Harvest conditions are less than ideal given green stems and green pods in some cases which cause buildup on combines

· Deer damage was much higher than normal in northern Michigan

· Spider Mite pressure was much higher than normal 

· Damage in Zeinith black beans due to drought conditions is somewhat concerning. 
· Growers can be named that have completed harvest and that haven’t started harvest

· Yields are reported as high as 38 bags per acre in one location but it was agreed that more growers are 10 – 20 bags than 25 plus bags leading to an average in the 18 bag area.  

· Rainy conditions have halted harvest but a good week of harvest is expected given our favorable forecast.
· There are some areas that clearly benefited from timely rains during the growing season

· Later planted are expected to be better.

· Herbicide post spraying may have added to a delaying maturity.  

Executive Director’s Report

· PA114 requires the Commission to review districts from time to time.  Cramer distributed a breakdown of 2015 and 2016 FSA dry bean acreage by district.  Following a brief explanation, Cramer asked for permission to work with MDARD to study the existing boundaries and determine the best combination.  After outlining and discussing the process, a motion was made by Densmore with support from Stoutenburg to have Cramer enter into a study and make a recommendation to the Commission.  It was noted that there is no desire to reduce the number of Commissioners.  Motion passed.
· Cramer went on the highlight several activities on the calendar including:
· Cramer will be in the UK next week
· Voelker and Cramer will be representing the USDBC at SIAL October 15 -20    
· The Commission will co-host the Michigan-Mexico Industry Breakfast on November 3rd.  Commissioners are invited and encouraged to attend.  
· International Year of Beans will be on the veranda at the Capital on November 10th.  Commissioners are invited and encouraged to attend. 
· Krick will participate in the USDBC Trade Mission to Central America in December
· Cramer, Stoutenburg and Ackerman will attend the USDBC Winter Meeting in Washington DC in late January 
· Cramer, Stoutenburg and Ackerman will attend the USDBC Mexico Congress in February     
· Cramer and Stratton will represent the Michigan Industry in Columbia in February  
Research Report 

· MSU Search Committee Update:  Cramer reported that the position has been approved through the university.  The position is now with HR who are the ones that do the official on line posting which could happen later this week.  November 1 is the closure date with candidate interviews scheduled after Jan 15, 2017.

· Research Director Varner and Cramer met with Banza, LLC today.  MSU SGI grant cooperators also attended.  The meeting went well and action steps may require us to request a non-financial extension.

· Varner commented that research plot potential peaked in July.  The Huron County plot ranges only from 4 to 14 bags - the poorest of all of the plots.  The Bay County plot was mature in 92 days – harvested on the 95th day and managed a 20-24 bag yield.  Tuscola County suffered very dry conditions lowering yields to 15 to 22 bags.  The best plot was in Sanilac County with excellent yields ranging from 30 – 35 bags.  Montcalm and Gratiot counties are 50%-7-% harvested.  Participation at plot tours may have been down a bit and of course, we always aspire for more participation.  Those that did attend, in addition to the actual plots, had and the opportunity to hear and learn about markets, desiccants and food safety.
· SCBG Bean Health Project is underway.  Dr. Chilvers is focused on root diseases and white mold.      

USDBC REPORT  
· Executive Committee member Stoutenburg mentioned that a recent FAS audit pointed out some shortcomings in the area of reimbursement.  New policy will be communicated and may require additional documentation and receipts.  

· IPC meets Wednesday, October 5, 2016     
APA Report

· Cramer explained the need for additional communication from APA which has been mentioned to Chairman Johnson.  Stoutenburg encouraged the group to be positive and optimistic with the APA.  

With no further business, Chairman Ackerman adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
Respectfully,
  Joe Cramer
Joe Cramer, E.S.
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