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              Grower, District 1
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Stoutenburg.  Introduction of guests were made.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  After adding USDBC Winter Meeting and USDBC Mexico Congress as 8.J and 8.K respectively, a motion was made by Densmore with support by Voelker to accept the agenda.  Motion passed.
MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes of the August 7 and 8, 2013 meeting were presented for review and approval.  A motion was made by Voelker with support by Carlson to accept minutes as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The financial reports for August and September 2013 with year to date totals for the Commission and PRAB were presented.  A motion was made by Densmore with support by Voelker to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.
REPORTS:  Isaiah Wunsch commented on some discussion and possible changes within the formula that funds PA116.  Commissioner Voelker noted his appreciation for the PA116 office staff and their willingness to help the participating farmer.  

Wunsch also noted that the period had closed for Strategic Growth Initiative applications to be submitted.  76 applications were submitted totaling app. 19 million dollars.  Final decisions on applications are scheduled to be completed by November 4th with agreements in place before January 1, 2014.    
MBS Report

Shipper Representative French noted that:

· The average yield in the North which includes Bay County and everything north of it to be in the high teens.  Heavy screen out due to small beans added to the somewhat disappointing yield in this area of the state.

· The Reese area will likely average in the 22 to 25 bag range.  This area has a history of an 18 bag average.  The benefits of narrow rows was noticeable with a roughly 2 bag average advantage across all classes.

· The “Thumb” had great yields overall despite white mold issues and the presence of small beans.  

· Small red beans and white kidney bean yields were disappointing.  Dry weather, lodging and white mold contributed to the disappointment.  French added that black bean yields, generally speaking, are slightly below expectation but navy bean yields were excellent.   

· Overall, quality was excellent  French, on behalf of the shippers in the state, expressed his gratitude for the extra effort growers put forth this year to keep skin checks really low and for finishing dry beans before switching to soybeans and/or corn thus eliminating a good deal of cross contamination (allergen) issues.  
· French believes that 90% of the acres in the state this year were clipped. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
· Cramer used French’s comments to Segway into a review of the budget process.  No changes are necessary at this time.  

· Commissioner appointments will likely be made once all 4 applicants find time to submit their applications to the Governor’s office which must be done on-line.

· Cramer demonstrated the new website briefly.  Once the proper pictures are in place training will take place and the site will be turned on.  This should be done yet this morning or early next month.  

· The government shutdown may impact the development of our revenue insurance product because no data is being collected.  Watts and Associates will be present at next year’s bean and beet symposium to roll out this new product and help answer questions.

· Cramer offered some suggestions intended to enhance the traditional County Bean Meetings offered by MSU Extension each January in 6 locations. Cramer will convene a meeting of the extension agents involved to see what ideas can be brought forth in an effort to make these sessions more productive. 

· Cramer commented on his participation at the ANUGA Food Show held October 5 -9 in Cologne, Germany.  The MBC partnered with MDARD this year.  Cramer expressed his appreciation for the financial support MDARD has given in this effort.  The event will take place next in 2015.  Some suggestions for improvement include updating the USA Pavilion making the participants more visible.         

· America’s Food and Beverage Show takes place later this month.  MBC will partner with MDARD on this activity as well other commodity groups and branded companies such as Graceland Foods.  There will be time for evaluation of the effort following the event.

· The MBC will partner with the MBS on November 7 for our annual breakfast meeting with the Industry in Mexico City.  Buyers have been quick to RSVP.       
· Cramer noted that all but our BCBS insurance policies have been moved to Rummel Insurance Agency.  These policies include an umbrella policy and a stronger D&O policy covering worldwide activities.  There was minimal cost savings if any but the policies are much broader with right sized limits.  BCBS will be changed as health care regulations unfold over the next few months.    

· The USDBC Winter conference take place in late January.  Delegate Voelker, Executive Committee Member Stoutenburg and Director Cramer plan to attend.  

· The USDBC Congress takes place in early February this year.  Participation will be decided at our December 5th Commission meeting.

PRAB REPORT:  

· Research Director Varner touched on some of the highlights of this year’s harvest period research.
· White mold trial including funding dollars, timing and frequency of application and some preliminary results.
· Yield ranges in the various locations.
· Yield ranges amongst classes.
· Our Color Retention Study is progressing.  Our next report is due by November 1.  We hope to have data and some conclusions that can be communicated during our Bean and Beet Symposium in February.    
· “Project Northern Exposure” MARD Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) application has been submitted.

· “Beans As An Ingredient” grant application has been submitted to the MDARD/MEDC Strategic Growth Initiative (SGI) has been submitted. 
USDBC UPDATE:  
· Notice of our adjustment in annual dues was sent to the USDBC president immediately following our August 8th decision and then again in September.  There has been no communication from the USDBC or the MBC on the subject since.  

· Cramer highlighted the September Harvest Symposium and Tour suggesting that there is a desire to make it bigger and better next year.          
Audit

· MBC signed an engagement letter with Osbourne, March, Condon & Co.  to perform the required annual audit again this year.  Fees are expected to be less than last year and in line with our budget.  The auditor(s) will be on site on October 21, 2013

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
Respectfully, 
Joe Cramer, E.D.
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