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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2021
Star of the West Milling Company, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 and ZOOM
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Steve Ewald, Chairman
 


MBC-At Large
2. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC - District 1




3. Ted Bauer




MBC – District 2 
4. 





MBC – District 7
5. Dan Hensler




MBS

6. Dan Armbruster




MBS

7. Amy Sweeney




MBS

8. Scott DeVuyst




MBS


9. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – District 6-Alternate  
11. JJ Metz
                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12. Justin Edwards




MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent include:
1. 


 


MBC-At Large

2. 





MBC - District 1





3. 





MBC – District 2 
4. Jessica Rader




MBC – District 7
5. 





MBS

6. 





MBS

7. 





MBS

8. 





MBC


9. 





MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. 





MBC – District 6-Alternate  

11.  

                                                          MBS - Alternate

12. 





MBS - Alternate

Others in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Scott Bales 




MSU Dry Bean Specialist

Commissioners, Staff, MSU Researchers and Guests in Attendance: 
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16

In Person Virtual In Person Virtual In Person Virtual Invited In Person Virtual County

Ewald 1 Cramer 1 Bales 1

1

Buddy Wackerly x 1 Bay

Noffsinger 1 Lippstru 1 Cichy 1

2

Dave Clarke x 1 Midland

Rader Gomez 1

3

Dave Rupprecht x 1 Tuscola

Bauer 1 Steinke 1

4

Jed Bushey x 1 Huron

Hensler 1 Chilvers 1

5

Mike Baranski x 1 Huron

Armbruster 1 Wright 1

6

Jim Licht x 1 Huron

Sweeney 1 Sprague 1

7

Clint Hagen x 1 Huron

DeVuyst 1 DiFonzo 1

8

Dennis Schuette x 1 Huron

Ackerman 1 Atkin 1

9

Mark Shaw x Sanilac

Stoutenburg 1

10

Paul Knoerr x Saginaw

Metz 1

11

Ben Sattleberg x Tuscola

Edwards 1

12

Dellar Farms x Alcona

French 1

13

John Merchant x Tuscola

Bischer 1

14

Hereford Bros. x Huron

Voelker

15

Lakke Ewald Farms x Tuscola

16

Mark Zimmer x Tuscola

17

Dick Gremel x Tuscola

18

Andy Schaffner x Midland

19

Mike Schmidt x Bay

20

Wadsworth Farms x Sanilac

21

Bischer Farms-Brad Geiger x Huron

Saginaw Valley and Thumb Region Growers Board Members Staff Researchers


Chairman Steve Ewald called the meeting to order at 8:08 a.m.  Ewald expressed his appreciation to Star of the West for graciously hosting the meeting especially during the pandemic and encouraged everyone in attendance to be sure to follow the COVID 19 guidelines.  Ewald also expressed his appreciation to outgoing PRAB members John Cnudde, Keith Martus, and Mark Reif and then welcomed Justin Edwards and JJ Metz to the board.  Metz and Edwards will serve as alternates representing the Michigan Bean Shippers.         
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Noffsinger with support by Hensler.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from August 20, 2020 were presented for review.  Ackerman moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by Noffsinger.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer FY 2019-2020 Final Report and a FY 2020-21 YTD financial report including budget comparison.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses.  A brief discussion followed.  Noffsinger moved to accept the financial report.  Hensler supported.  Motion passed.
PROJECT GREEEN PRIORITIES
The group review the most current PRAB Priorities.  No changes were recommended.  Cramer and Bales will review and purpose any necessary changes going forward including any research priorities identified in today meeting.  Hensler moved to adopt the document or 2021 as presented.  Noffsinger supported.  Motion carried.  The document will be reviewed again at the August PRAB meeting.  
DRY BEAN & SUGAR BEET SYMPOSIUM 

Cramer reviewed plans for the January 18, 2022 Dry Bean & Sugar Beet Symposium.  Cramer and Bales will continue to work with the staff at Sugar Beet Advancement to re-locate the event to the Frankenmuth Credit Union Expo Center located in Birch Run.  There are many details to sort through.  

2021 RESEARCH
MSU Dry Bean Specialist Scot Bales described his plans for this year’s research.  MSU approved his plans with no adjustments.  COVID 19 protocols will continue to be followed.

RESEARCH OVERVIEW

Chairman Ewald welcomed PRAB members, Commissioners, University Staff and Guests.  He invited participants to introduce themselves which they did.  Ewald set the stage for the discussion encouraging engagement before turning the floor over to MSU Dry Bean Specialist, Scott Bales.  

Bales highlighted the current research projects being conducted, what projects are in the que and finally, future projects that will take shape with today’s discussion and input.  He then talked the group through the informative results of the survey conducted in December, January and early February.  Conversation was then turned to discuss 2020 research results and what links they have the 2021 Production Practices Survey. 
Major topics of discussion included: 

· Micronutrient applications (rates, timing, methods, etc.)

· Manure use

· Nitrogen management plans and applications

· Cover crop integration 

· Lengthy discussion on root rots (rhizoctonia) and the increasing frequency of symptoms in production fields, however severity is lower than in the past. 
· White mold and anthracnose fungicide applications 

· Soil compactions

· Planting rates and its relationship with lodging 

· Seed availability and resources

· Genetically modified crops 

· Value added traits such as nutrition, taste, and flavor. 
Chairman Ewald thanked the group for their input an engagement though the meetings roundtable portion of the meeting. At this point the floor was given to Dr. Gomez for a brief presentation that introduced a new project for the MSU breeding program. This project is focused on symbiotic nitrogen fixation in dry beans, a trait that would make dry beans a more sustainable crop in the Saginaw Valley watershed. Bales distributed a brief survey to the group that asked for recommendations or project changes for Dr. Gomez proposal, brief discussion on residual soil nitrate levels followed. 

With no further business, Chairman Ewald adjourned the meeting at 11:38 am.       

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
