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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2020
SOTW, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 & ZOOM
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Dan Hensler, Chairman
 


MBS

2. John Cnudde




MBS

3. Keith Martus




MBS
4. 





MBS





5. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC - District 1




6. 





MBC – District 2 
7. Jessica Rader




MBC – District 7
8. Steve Ewald




MBC – At Large


9. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. 





MBC – District 6-Alternate  
11. Scott DeVuyst                                                              MBS - Alternate

12. Amy Sweeny




MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent include:
1. Dan Armbruster

 


MBS

2. 





MBS

3. 





MBS

4. 





MBS





5. 





MBC - District 1





6. Mark Reif




MBC – District 2 
7.  

    



MBC – District 7
8. 





MBC – At Large


9. 





MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – District 6-Alternate  

11.  





MBS - Alternate

12. 


 


MBS - Alternate
Others in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Scott Bales 




MSU Dry Bean Specialist

Ross Voelker




MBC

 
Dr. Martin Chilvers



MSU



Dr. Karen Cichy




USDA







Dr. Chris DiFonzo



MSU


  
Dr. Francisco Gomez



MSU





Dr. Kurt Steinke 



MSU



Dr. Christy Sprague



MSU



Dr. Brian Horgan



MSU



Chuck Lippstreu




MABA
Chairman Dan Hensler called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.  After thanking Star of the West for hosting our meeting he asked each participant to introduce themselves.        
Election of Chair and Vice Chair
· Chairman Hensler opened the floor for nominations for chair for FY 20-21.  Ackerman nominated Steve Ewald.  Noffsinger supported the nomination.  Ewald accepted the nomination so with no other nominations Hensler closed nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Ewald.  Motion passed.    

· Chairman Hensler then opened the floor for nominations for vice chair for FY 20-21.  Ackerman nominated Dan Hensler.  DeVuyst supported the nomination.  Hensler accepted the nomination so with no other nominations Hensler closed nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for himself.  Motion passed.    
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda with the addition of 9) Other - Chemical Policy.  Noffsinger with support by Ewald.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from March 4, 2020 were presented for review.  Martus moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by Ewald.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented a YTD financial report including budget comparison.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses.  A brief discussion followed.  Ackerman moved to accept the financial report.  Ewald supported.  Motion passed.
Cramer then offered a budget proposal for FY 20-21.  Revenue was set assuming 220,000 acres x 20 bags per acre.  With one $40,000 combine payment remaining, expenses exceeded revenue by $26,100.  (Cramer expects PRAB to be at least breakeven in years to come.)  Discussion followed.  Noffsinger moved to accept the amended budget.  Ewald supported.  Motion passed. 
RESEARCH UPDATES 
Researchers from MSU and USDA shared updates on the work currently underway in the areas of:

· Varieties (genetics)
· Insect Management and Control

· Weed Management and Control

· Disease Management and Control

· Fertility

· Nitrogen

· Placement

· Micronutrients
· Mechanical Damage

· Soil Health

· Nutrition 
Those presenting included:
· Scott Bales

· Dr. DiFonzo

· Dr. Chilvers

· Dr. Gomez

· Dr. Sprague

· Dr. Steinke

· Dr. Cichy

Questions focused on:

· diseases including root rot were discussed.  Samples will be sent in to MSU Diagnostics to confirm the identity of the casual pathogen.  
· western bean cutworm
· herbicide resistance in existing and new weed species
· desiccation options and regulations
· mechanical seed damage

PROJECT GREEEN PRIORITIES
The group review the most current PRAB Priorities.  Contact information has been updated.  Bales and Cramer will create new language in time to present/propose at the next PRAB meeting.    
2020 DRY BEAN RESEARCH PLOT TOURS will take place beginning September 1 – 9, 2020.  See attached.  

Chemical Position Paper - Cramer will review American Farm Bureau policy and propose a position paper for consideration.  

MBC Chair Ackerman, on behalf of the entire Michigan Industry, expressed his appreciation for Hensler’s leadership and contributions while serving as PRAB chairman for the past 8 years.  Cramer added his gratitude to Hensler for his contributions throughout the development of the MSU Dry Bean Specialist position and his leadership/participation in the hiring process.      

Hensler thanked the group and, with no further business, adjourned the meeting at 12:00 pm.       

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
