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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of August 24, 2021
SVREC, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Steve Ewald, Chairman
 


MBC-At Large
2. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC-District 1
3. Ted Bauer




MBC-District 2
4. Jessica Rader




MBC-District 7





5. Dan Hensler, Vice Chair



MBS



6. Scott DeVuyst




MBS 
7. Amy Sweeney




MBS 
8. 





MBS


9. 





MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. 





MBC – District 4-Alternate  
11. JJ Metz
                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12. Justin Edwards




MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent include:
1. 





MBC-At Large

2. 





MBC-District 1

3. 





MBC-District 2

4. 





MBC-District 7





5. 





MBS




6. 





MBS 
7. 





MBS 
8. Dan Armbruster




MBS


9. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – District 4-Alternate  

11.            


                                            MBS - Alternate

12. 





MBS - Alternate

Others in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Scott Bales 




MSU Dry Bean Specialist

Danielle Siler




MSU

 
Dr. Martin Chilvers



MSU



Dr. Karen Cichy




USDA







Dr. Francisco Gomez



MSU

Evan Wright




MSU





Dr. Christy Sprague



MSU



Dr. Mark Uebersax



MSU (retired)

Jill Check




MSU

Leo Volpato




MSU

               Madison Whyle




MSU


Halima Awhile 




MSU


Darcy Hanson




Star of the West
Chairman Steve Ewald called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  After complimenting the organizers of the MSU Dry Bean & Sugar Beet Diagnostics Day and thanking everyone for their time, invited attendees to introduce themselves.        
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented by Hensler with support by Sweeney.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting Minutes from March 17, 2021 were presented for review.  Noffsinger moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by DeVuyst.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer presented a YTD financial report including budget comparison.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses.  A brief discussion followed. 
Cramer then presented an amended FY 20-21 budget that included an increase in revenue in the amount of $24,135 - $22,000 of that coming from assessment revenue and the required grower match.  Expenses increased by $4,044.  A brief discussion followed.

DeVuyst moved to accept the financial report as presented and the budget amendments as proposed.  The motion was supported by Rader.  Motion passed.          
FY 2021-2022 Budget - Cramer presented a budget proposal for FY 21-22 basing revenue on 200,000 acres x 22 bags per acre or $88,000.  Expenses included $70,000 for Contract Services with MSU and $9,850 in other expenses.  Discussion followed.  Hensler moved to accept the budget proposal.  Sweeney supported.  Motion passed. 
RESEARCH UPDATES 
Researchers from MSU and USDA shared updates on the work currently underway in the areas of:

· Varieties (genetics)
· Weed Management and Control

· Disease Management and Control

· Fertility

· Nitrogen

· Placement

· Micronutrients
· Mechanical Damage

Those presenting included:
· Scott Bales

· Dr. Gomez
· Dr. Cichy
· Dr. Sprague

· Dr. Chilvers
Questions focused on:

· diseases including bacterial diseases were discussed.  Samples have been sent in to MSU Diagnostics to confirm the identity of the bacteria.  
· western bean cutworm
· herbicide resistance in existing and new weed species
· desiccation options and regulations
· mechanical seed damage

2021 DRY BEAN RESEARCH PLOT TOURS will take place beginning August 25th.   

Cramer suggested that the PRAB consider meeting to discuss/establish/communicate a long term research goal(s).  Cramer will work with Ewald to put a plan together.   

Ewald thanked the group and, with no further business, adjourned the meeting at 2:45 pm.       

Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
