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Production Research Advisory Board (PRAB)

Meeting Minutes of March  8, 2023
MSU SVREC, 3775 South Reese Road, Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 and ZOOM
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Steve Ewald, Chairman
 


MBC-At Large
2. Ted Bauer 




MBC - District 2




3. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3 
4. Jessica Rader




MBC – District 7
5. Dan Hensler




MBS

6. 





MBS

7. 





MBS

8. Scott DeVuyst




MBS


9. Kevin Noffsinger



MBC – District 1-Alternate 

10. 





MBC – District 5-Alternate  
11. JJ Metz
                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12. Justin Edwards




MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent include:
1. 


 


MBC-At Large

2. 





MBC - District 2





3. 





MBC – District 3 
4. 





MBC – District 7
5. 





MBS

6. Amy Sweeny




MBS

7. Dan Armbruster




MBS

8. 





MBS


9. 





MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. Allen Bischer




MBC – District 5-Alternate  

11.  

                                                          MBS - Alternate

12. 





MBS - Alternate

Others in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Scott Bales 




MSU Dry Bean Specialist
Evan Wright




Michigan State University

Halima Awale




Michigan State University 
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2023 PRAB ROUNDTABLE 


Chairman Steve Ewald called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.           
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Noffsinger with support by Ackerman.  Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting minutes from August 23, 2022 were presented for review.  Ackerman moved to accept the minutes as printed.  The motion was supported by Hensler.  Motion passed.          
FINANCIALS:  Cramer reviewed year to date income and expense totals as compared to budget.  Cramer commented on both revenue and expenses.  He made mention of the MSU contract expense line and the handling of the 2023 Bean & Beet Symposium income and expenses.  A brief discussion followed.  Ackerman moved to accept the financial report.  Edwrds supported.  Motion passed.
MEETING REVIEW AND PLANNING

Cramer asked for feedback on the various PRAB meeting and events that take place throughout the year including plot tours, regional meetings, canning evaluation, symposium and roundtable meetings.  Cramer will work with Research Specialist Bales and the Michigan Bean Shippers to plan successful, worthwhile meetings and events. 

DRY BEAN PRODUCTION DISCUSSION (Roundtable)
Ewald welcomed the growers and researchers that joined the PRAB meeting for the annual roundtable discussion.  He invited everyone in the group to introduce themselves, encouraged participation and then turned the floor over to MSU Dry Bean Specialist Scott Bales.

Bales opened the discussion with a question that kiecked off the discussion.  Ackerman asked the group to imagine the challenges that the industry will face 10 plus years out.  Growers discussed rotation, tillage practices, cover crops, fertility, population, maturity, disease management, weed management, canning quality, and sustainability.  
· Controlling resistant weeds seemed to be a management challenge with few options.
· “Quality” especially canning quality is a priority

· We need to define Sustainability and share that message.       
Ewald and Cramer thanked the growers for their time and participation.                    
With time running out, Chairman Ewald  adjourned the meeting at 11:48 am
Project Greeen and the 2023 Research Plans will be added to the afternoon’s Commission meeting agenda.
.        
Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.S. 
