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Meeting Minutes of December 9, 2024
DoubleTree Riverfront Hotel & Conference Center, 1 Wenonah Park Place, Bay City, MI
PRAB Members in attendance:

1. Steve Ewald, Chairman
 


MBC-At Large
2. Ted Bauer 




MBC - District 2




3. Chase Voelker




MBC – District 5 
4. Jessica Rader




MBC – District 7
5. Dan Hensler




MBS

6. Amy Sweeney 




MBS

7. Keith Waldron




MBS

8. Justin Edwards




MBS


9. 





MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. 





MBC – District 4-Alternate  
11. JJ Metz
                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12. Aaron Fahrner




MBS - Alternate

PRAB Members absent include:
1. 


 


MBC-At Large

2. 





MBC - District 2





3. 





MBC – District 3 
4. 





MBC – District 7
5. 





MBS

6. 





MBS

7. 





MBS

8. 





MBS


9. Greg Ackerman




MBC – District 3-Alternate 

10. Clint Stoutenburg



MBC – District 5-Alternate  

11.                                                                                        MBS - Alternate

12. 





MBS - Alternate

Others in attendance:

Joe Cramer




MBC Executive Director

Scott Bales 




MSU Dry Bean Specialist
Kevin Noffsinger



MBC


Neil French




MBC – Shipper Representative

Chris Creguer




MBC Nominee
Chairman Steve Ewald called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m. and thanked everyone for attending and being patient getting started. 
ELECTION – Ewald opened the floor for nomination for the office of chair. Bauer nominated Chase Voelker. Hensler supporter. Ewald asked for additional nominees. Hearing none, Ewald closed nominations. He then asked for a show of hands in favor of Voelker. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ewald passed control of the meeting to Voelker who accepted control of the meeting. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Bauer with support by Rader. Motion passed. 
MINUTES:  Meeting minutes from August 26, 2024, were presented for review. Sweeney moved to accept the minutes as printed. The motion was supported by Hensler. Motion passed.     
FINANCIALS:  Cramer took a few minutes to explain a re-alignment of the PRAB calendar to better direct research as it relates to grant application periods PRAB meetings in December going forward will provide important direction for the next three-year (2026-2029) focus and input for the next grant application. Early spring meetings with small grower groups will follow to discuss priorities. A late season PRAB meeting will include a research plot tour(s) to actually see the on-farm research first-hand.    

He noted that production research grant dollars would flow through the PRAB bank account going forward. Cramer then presented September – November P&L versus Budget highlighting the grant line items. Rader moved to accept the report. Bauer supported the motion. Motion passed. 
RESEARCH REPORT – SCOTT BALES, MSU DRY BEAN SPECIALIST 
Bales talked about the three-year focus of the 2023 (completed), 2024 (wrapping up) and upcoming 2025 research project (approved) which continues to focus on dry bean maturity and dry down. This includes variety research, disease mitigation research, weed management research, harvest research and canning quality research. 
Bales talked briefly about how to best share the research report. Consensus was to continue to mail a hard copy and share digitally. 
RESEARCH PROPOSAL REVIEW/APPROVAL – JOE CRAMER

Cramer explained the need to create a conduit between industry stakeholders and public and/or private researchers who identify issues that need to be addressed and are willing to fund. Ewald moved to approve the concept. Hensler supporter. Motion passed. 
Cramer is seeking approval of a proposed research project titled: In Depth Evaluation of Canning Quality Concerns in the Michigan Dry Bean Crop. The applicant and the MSU Food Science Department have discussed the project at length and have agreed on the objective, scope, approach, deliverables, and timeline. They have also agreed to a budget of $22,050. Ewald moved to approve the project. Edwards supported the motion. Motion passed. (This project will be labeled 24-1000-22050)   

Cramer went on to explain Beans @ Brody. This initiative is aimed at bringing the various colleges, departments, etc. within Michigan State University together to seek out opportunities to advance dry bean research. This may be done with simple communication, cooperation, partnerships, efficiency, innovation, etc. As long as production, Cramer plans to host twice a year.     

Cramer included a calendar of meetings and events through August 2024. 

With no further business before the PRAB, Chairman Voelker adjourned the meeting at 2:26 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

   Joe Cramer

Joe Cramer, MBC E.D. 
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